Come, and Let Us Return Unto The Lord (Hosea 6:1-3) 

I. A Turning To The Lord (Vs. la-b) 

A. The Outcry Of The Prophet 

B. The Original Position 

C. The Owning Person 

II. A Truth About The Lord (Vs. lc-d) 

A. He Has The Authority To Hurt (Vs. lc) 

B. He Has The Ability To Heal (Vs. Id) 

III. A Trust In the Lord (Vs. 2) 

A. His Sovereign Ability (Vs. 2a) 

B. His Speedy Arrival (Vs. 2b) 

C. ^JiE^Actfvlty^. 2c) 

IV. A Trailing After The Lord (Vs. 3) 

A. The Person Of Our Pursuit (Vs. 3a) 

B. The Promise Of Our Pursuit (Vs. 3b) 

C. The Provision Of Our Pursuit (Vs. 3c) 
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INTRO) ...they nibble themselves through the fence and off into a 
place they have no business being. I have often found my hearts 
wandering off into places that I have no business in. It starts out 
fine and well satisfying my needs by the means that God 
intended, but then somewhere along the path, out side the fence 
of God's law, I starts satisfying my desire and appetites in ways 
God never intended, and that is sin. But what do we do when we 
find our selves there. I believe our text shows is. Every Christian 
can make their relationship right with the Lord by following the 
four descriptions we see in Hosea 6:1-3 

1) ...change our direction, to repent. Jimmy had trouble 
pronouncing the letter "R" so his teacher gave him a sentence 
to practice at home: "Robert gave Richard a rap in the rib for 
roasting the rabbit so rare" Some days later the teacher asked 
him to say the sentence for her. Jimmy rattled it off like this: 
"Bob gave Dick a poke in the side for not cooking the bunny 
enough." He had evaded the letter "R." There are a lot of 
people today— including Christians— who go to great lengths 
to avoid the "R" word of "Repentance." 

2) ...with Him are stirred to remembrance. To remember times 
where we feasted on His words, comforted and strengthened 
by his presence and captured by His love. 

3) Psalms 51:4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

4) Hebrews 12:5- My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. 


1) We must trust that he is able to renew our condition. We 
must trust that we are not so far gone that He is unable 
to touch our cold hearts warm them once again with 
those first love fires. First we must trust in... 

2) ...churn it up or crank it up, we must simply turn and trust 
that he will do the work. When I came to Christ, I knew I 
could not live it, I know I didn't have the ability to affect 
change in my life. I knew it had to be a supernatural work 
of God in my heart to change me and I came to him 
trusting in that. I've heard old Johnny Hunt recall how he 
told his wife hours before his conversion, not to give him 
grief if he ends back up in a bar after he gives his life to 
Christ because if this God doesn't change him then it will 
not get done. 

3) Psalms 32:5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine 
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my 
transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

4) ...at the alter of repentance. Mercy and love will come 
running to the returning wayward heart! 

5) ...ear shattering rock music, to sheew us off. But when we 
are right with the Lord, we can walk in his sight. The 
labors of our hands are not to be hidden. His grace 
enables us to live freely in His sight and His strength 
allows us to work mightily before Him. 
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1) ...to begin with. The word translated follow in verse three 


means "tSMMMfrr to press on or to pursue or to chase" 
In the wilderness the children of Israel were commanded 
to follow the cloud be day and the pillar of fire by night. 
David said in Ps 23 the Lord is my shepherd. ..He leadeth 
me. Jesus words to his disciples were follow me. The 
reason they were backslidden is that they failed to pursue 
Him! 

2) Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of 
his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death; 

3) ...is to know "the blessings of His Word, the sweet 
fellowship and peace of the Holy Spirit, the power of 
prayer, the reliability of His promises, the faithfulness of 
His provision and care and the tenderness of His love." 
Upon our repentance and His reception and our revival 
and renewal there must be a resolve, a made up mind to 
follow to pursue our gracious and merciful king! He who 
is altogether lovely! 

4) Clark - The manifestation of his mercy to our souls is as 
certain as the rising of the sun at the appointed time. 

5) ...sun rises in the east we will encounter a fountain of 
mercy, grace, love, and blessing. 2 Chronicles 15:2 And 
he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, 
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD is with you, 
while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found 
of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. 

6) Just like those rains, the Lord will provide the necessary 
elements in our lives to turn our barren unfruitful 
relationship, to a relationship of blessing and fertility. 


